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How to source, create, add and 
blend texture layers in photoshop.
How to source, create, add and 

blend texture layers in photoshop.
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Textures are a great way of 
adding some extra oomph 
to your photography.  They 
can add a subtle little 
something or really alter 
your image dramatically.
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Sourcing Pre-Made Textures 

Time to start building up your texture bank! 
I go on a texture sourcing binge whenever I’m craving a little 
something new to add to my work… or if  I’m 
procrastinating… so of  course I now have a huge bank of  
textures saved at my fingertips, ready to add to my work 
without breaking my workflow.  
The internet is full of  generous sorts who create and give 
textures for free, so I usually start with a generic google image 
search for “free textures” and then throw in some extra search 
words for kicks.  Try some of  the words suggested on the 
following page to see what you come up with.
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Google Image 
Search

“free texture” 
+ some of  the 

following; 
grunge

old papers 
metallic
scratch 

concrete 
wallpaper

water 
natural 
fibre 

weave 
canvas 

rust 
pattern 

retro 
vintage 
bokeh 
floral 

fur 
ice 

smoke 
dust 

wood 
fabric 

The above google image search took 
me to www.texturez.com - 
GOLDMINE! - I’ll be book-marking 
that one!  As you can see, the website 
has previews of  their full sized textures 
which you can download and use for 
free.  Go texturez.com.

Once you get started you’ll be hooked 
in no time.

Once you spot one that takes your fancy, make sure you 
follow the link “VISIT PAGE” so that you can source the 
largest version of  the file possible.  The images you see in 
google images are just thumbnails and often if  you just click 
“View Image” you’ll only get the host website’s thumbnail of  
the full size image.  Most websites that give away textures give 
you an option to click “DOWNLOAD” full size image.
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Other great websites who gift the 
creative world with textures… 

www.deviantart.com - also my go-to site for 
elements to layer in to my images and 
photoshop brushes. http://
www.deviantart.com/browse/all/resources/
textures/ 

http://farfarhill.blogspot.com.au - brilliant for 
wallpaper packs in particular.  Also one of  my 
favourite sites to find paper labels and vintage 
graphics. 

http://www.brusheezy.com/textures - great 
collections of  textures packs ripe for the 
picking.  Coincidently enough, also a great site 
for sourcing photoshop brushes.  If  you haven’t 
learnt how to load and use new photoshop 
brushes yet, keep an eye out for my upcoming 
tutorial.

http://www.cgtextures.com - this one is the 
mother-load of  practical, useful textures.  
Those of  you who like organisation will love 
this one.  Personally I prefer to stumble across 
something pretty and save it in big dump file to 
discover time and time again.  If  I need 
something specific for a client though, I can 
usually find something here. 
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Chasing storm clouds for texture overlays.

Grab your camera, your scissors, 
your paint, some mud and leaves, 
anything really… TIME TO 

GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY!! 
Look around you… pretty much 
everything has a texture to it. Once you 
open your eyes to the possibilities you’ll be 
snapping them left, right and centre. Look 
to nature or you wardrobe! 
Consider it a never ending game of  “I Spy 
With My Little Eye”.  

Your mission, if  you choose to accept it, is 
to is to find or create textures, photograph 
them with whatever camera you have 
(phone cameras are great for this) and then 
edit some variation into them either on 
your computer or using phone/iPad apps.

Got a scanner?  Try laying found objects 
over the scanner bed in various 
configurations.  Jewellery, fabric, flowers 
leaves, paper, feathers, old books, ribbons, 
wire, beads… raid your craft supplies!  
The idea is to create images with different 
lines and tones, which you can then alter 
dramatically using editing apps.

Want to get really messy?  Try raiding 
your kitchen cupboard!  Go all pre-
schooler all over the kitchen table and then 
snap your mess and edit away.

Yes.  The internet is FULL 
of amazing freebie 
textures which only 
require a few clicks from 
you.  BUT making your 
own textures is easy and 
fun.  PLUS you get the 
satisfaction of knowing 
that you are the creator 
and it is 100% unique.

making your 
own Textures 
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hand make your own Textures 

These textures were made by 
some of  my special needs 
students.  First they used oil 
pastels, textas, pencils, paints to 
fill sheets and sheets of  papers 
which were then cut up into 
random shapes and layered onto 
a new sheet.  We then took a 
shot of  the collage using an iPad 
and created variations using 
photo editing apps.

TASK 
Clear your kitchen table.
Lay out all your art 
supplies.
Pour a glass of wine.
Put on some music.

Fill 50 white sheets with 
free flowing marks. 

Use anything you have to hand… 
including the wine, your fingers, 
your teeth, your dog’s tail… it may 
take you the first 20 sheets 
before your marks become free of 
thought.  
When you are finished you will 
have a stack of textures to scan/
shoot, cut-up, and alter further in 
editing apps.   
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scanning your own Textures 

Got a scanner?  
Scanners get a different 
effect than a camera as 
you are shooting from 

underneath.  If  you 
leave the lid up you can 

get a great back light 
happening as well.   

TASK 
Raid your house and garden 
for things to scan.  

Jewellery, leaves, feathers, fabrics, old 
papers… anything that you have to hand.

Create some textures to take into your 
editing programs.  Add different editing 
effects using your iPad or your favourite 
editing program.

Add them to your texture collection ready 
to layer over the perfect image. 
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creating textures on the iPad 
iPad apps can be used in a variety of  ways to 

create texture overlays. 
Here are a few ways I go about it.   

1. Use the photo editing apps to create a texture using the 
same image you plan on adding texture to.
The image here on this page was shot using my Nikon 
D700 edited in Lightroom and then taken into my iPad 
to be used to create a texture layer, using the app 
SuperPhoto.    
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1. Image shot using a Nikon 
D700.  Edited in Lightroom 
and re-touched in Photoshop.

2. Image taken into the iPad 
and given an effect in the app 
Percolator.

Painting and drawing apps 
such as ArtRage can be used to 
create original paintings… 
without the messy paint!  The 
extra perk is that you can add 
numerous effects and save 
multiple versions - one 
painting, endless new textures!

3. Both the image and the new 
texture version were blended 
in photoshop.

2. Use a drawing/painting app such as Art Rage to make a texture using free handed marks.
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3. Take a photo, using the iPad’s camera.  Use a photo editing app 
such as SuperPhoto or Percolator or After Light or Perfect 
Image or Repix or PixlrExpress+ to add an effect.

Take close up shots of  things 
that have a great pattern, 
interesting lines or lovely tones.  
There are millions of  photo 
editing apps out there, some are 
better than others.  These are 
just a few of  the ones I have 
played with.  
Pho.to Lab has heaps of  great 
effects, but HEAPS of  ads.  It’s 
probably worth paying the 
$7.50 to ditch the ads and 
access all the effects.
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creating textures in photoshop 

This is about exploring photoshop and getting 
experimental.  
Once you’ve made some marks on your page, 
go play with the filter options.  The Filter 
Gallery is a good start, but there is much to 
explore if  you click on those little triangles.
Pointillize your painting or add some lighting 
effects.  You can always hit undo if  you don’t 
like it. 

TASK 
Turn off your tv and Facebook.
Grab a cuppa. 

Open a A4 size new document 
in photoshop and play for 
30mins. 

Use your paint brushes.  Try different 
colours and play with the opacity.  Try 
out different tools - the paint bucket, 
gradients, shapes.  Make your marks 
freely. Keep working it until you feel it’s 
done. 
 

88888

SAVE as many versions 
as you like as you go. 

300dpi JPEG.  
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layering textures in photoshop 

one 
(placing textures) 

I usually give my image a quick edit in Lightroom 
first before I open it in photoshop to do any 
retouching. Once I’m satisfied with the image, I try 
out different textures to add that final wow factor.
To add your first texture, click FILE, then PLACE 
EMBEDDED.  After you select the texture, it will 
be placed above your image on a separate layer.

three 
(layer masks) 

Now for the best bit… add a layer mask to your 
texture layer by clicking on the rectangle with 
the circle inside it, below the layer box.
Layer Masks let you erase part of  the texture 
layer to see more of  your image layer, but it 
gives you greater control than if  you just used 
the eraser tool.  Instead you use the paint tool 
to paint black paint where you want the texture 
to disappear and white paint where you want it 
back.

two 
(blending modes) 

Step two is to change the blending mode and the 
opacity of  your texture layer, until you can see your 
image layer and you like the effect.
Experiment with each of  the different blending modes.  
The five most common ones I use are; multiply, screen, 
lighten, overlay and soft light.
Screen and Lighten both remove the dark tones in 
your texture layer.  Multiply removes the light tones 
in the texture layer.
Overlay and Soft Light are more subtle - they both 
affect the contrasts. 
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four 
(brushes) 

The black paint is like wearing a hole through 
the texture layer to reveal the layer underneath.  
If  you take too much away, you simply paint it 
back with a white paint brush.  

I mostly just use the basic round soft brush with 
the opacity turned down to about 40%.  A 
harder brush on a higher opacity is useful for 
clearing or filling in backgrounds.  If  I’m 
feeling creative I use some sourced brushes to 
create a stamp like effect with my textures.

five 
(one is good - more is better) 

Why stop at just one texture?  Each texture 
layer that you add will blend into the one 
beneath it.  By changing the blending modes, 
the opacity and the order of  the layers, you can 
can your image significantly.  It’s all about 
experimenting - get creative!  The possibilities 
are endless.  It all comes down to what is 
pleasing to your eye.



COPYRIGHT L’ESCARGOT IVRE PHOTOGRAPHY 2015 11

six 
(flatten and save) 

When you are satisfied, click on LAYER then 
FLATTEN IMAGE and then save.  
I usually tweak the saved image further in 
Lightroom, often by increasing the clarity and 
sharpness of  the texture around the edges, but 
sometimes I give it a completely new effect.  
Often I’ll end up with a bunch of  variations to 
choose between. 
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